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FE Consultancy website offerings 
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All perfect results …… no one died! 
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That is … until Grenfell happened 
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What changes the Risk Factors – Outdated Regulations 

Building Regulations 

• Can they cope with new combustible 

building methods 
 

• Assumption of ‘perfect-world’ build 
 

• No consideration of ‘susceptibility’ 
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What changes the Risk Factors - Materials 

• Structure 

• Insulation 

• Cladding 
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What changes the Risk Factors - Design 

• Building access 

• Material accessibility 
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What changes the Risk Factors – Energy Systems 
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Transferring Commercial Building Systems to the 

Residential environment without impact analysis 
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DCLG intransigence 
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Going forward 

• Dialogue 

• Prescribe for the basics of safety 

• Honesty & Clarity from all stakeholders on their 

contribution to the solution 

• Redefining responsibilities 

• A role for suppression 
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Dialogue 

• An improved forum for raising safety concerns 

• A quality assured system for receiving considered 

responses 

• An extended scope for engagement 

• An extended scope of Regulation 

• A review timetable 
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Prescribe for the basics 

• Non-combustible product selections 

• More than one escape route 

• Passive correctness 

• A system for ensuring the above are achieved and maintained 

throughout the life of the building by qualified people 
 

these are the basic requirements for the additional provision of 

suppression systems for life-safety. 

 

Anything less and you’ll be ……. 
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Honesty and clarity 

• Our Building Regulations and the law 

• Fire and Rescue Services 

• Insurers 

• Building designers 

• Fire Engineer 

• Protection system providers 
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Redefining Responsibilities 

• System Design must NOT be 

left to the supplier 
 

• Only the Fire Engineer, 

commissioned by the MC on 

behalf of the Client can specify 

system requirement against the 

Fire Management Plan in 

association with knowledge of 

its interplay with other safety 

measures 
 

• Suppliers must not take on 

responsibilities that belong to 

the Fire Engineer – potentially a 

legally dangerous thing to do 
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A role for suppression 

Grenfell has certainly prompted debate 

 

• Historically ‘occupancy’ has always determined need 

for suppression (rather than the building) 

• Prescription in some sectors is a possibility 

• Standards might need to be improved to determine 

ability to meet ‘requirement’ 

• ‘Requirement’ make need better definition 
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TGN Residential Sprinkler Systems 

• Over 50% of the document is actually to assist the 

Fire Engineer understand and appreciate their 

responsibilities 

 

• The rest of the document seeks to ‘tighten-up’ an 

otherwise loose standard and promote best practice 

installation – particularly for multi-storey premises 
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BS9251 – Special Circumstances 

Special Circumstances 

a. Occupancy type not listed in Standard or out of scope 

b. Mixed Occupancy (Commercial / Residential) 

c. High-rise buildings 

d. Building of combustible structure, insulation, or cladding 

e. Property protection requirement 

f. System installed to provide compensatory features 

g. Dwelling with high fire load 

h. Incompatible fire service response with water supply duration 

i. Building with atrium 

j. Building housing vulnerable people 

k. Building with fire engineered design solution 

 

User directed to SEEK EXPERT ADVICE 
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TGN to BS 9251Objectives 
1. Confirm roles and responsibilities in relation to: 

a. CDM 

b. RRO 

c. How things might be post Hackitt review 
 

2. Extoll the virtues of: 

a. 3rd party certification of designers, installation and product 

b. BS 9251 experience 

c. Using companies that are financially solid 
 

3. Assist those working on behalf of the Client tasked with producing the Fire Safety Plan, to properly 

specify the requirements of the Sprinkler system for communication to the Sprinkler System Designer 

/ Installer 
 

4. Assist those working on behalf of the Client tasked with producing the Fire Safety Plan, to properly 

specify the requirements of the Passive making good (if different from the sprinkler installer) so that 

poor product choice does not damage the system. 
 

5. Encourage the Designer / Installer to produce good systems that are more likely to perform and less 

likely to leak 

 

6. To provide worked examples for topical multi-storey buildings that might become the norm. going 

forward 
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What the future will be - complicated 
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London Road, Moreton In Marsh , Gloucestershire GL56 0RH 

T: +44(0)1608 12500  F: +44(0)1608 812501   

E: info@riscauthority.co.uk   www.riscauthority.co.uk 

Thank you 
 

Dr Jim Glockling 

Director FPA, RISCAuthority, Technical Director 

jglockling@thefpa.co.uk 
 

All guides and documentation referred to freely available from  
 

www.RISCAuthority.co.uk 

https://robust.riscauthority.co.uk/ 

www.theFPA.co.uk 

fpa.bppp.riscauthority.co.uk 
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